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The H~n0ra0le Tom Lantos'
United States House of Representative
Washington ID.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Lantos:

"".
.-.:'.'

I have been involved with some sort of aviation for a long
time. At the age of ~ourteen, I was introduced to my first model
?-irplane through the Boy Scouts. My first" job was at a local

. a~:rp'ort as I ine bOy and I advp.nced my interes,t and earned' my
........ ::pi:iYa.~e pi.l~~ ·J.ice:n~.e::p'y. t::h~::·ag~.o~ "si?c-te~n. My.love f.or ayiation .

.. "has confinu'ed even ,to this 'day' at the q,ge:.o'f·· e'orty .fiYe .. ' ..... :,. '. . ;'.,
. ::. .:. . '- . .... .'. . ' . ", .. . . .' .: . ' .• -.. ~ .

I have been a.member of several model airplane show teams
providing entertainment for the pUblic at Air Shows which eveIf
featured the Blue Angels. I even started RiC Unlimited Racing with.
model airplanes withngspaneswith

m

o

d

s

e

d

rules

will greatiy~reduce the
usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and liability for model airplanes.

Radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band and this
same band is primarily used. for private land mobile dispatch
operations. We have been able to share the band with this group
without either use interfering with the other.

The FCC now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. This will move land mobile frequencies closer to radio
control frequencies and will cause interference to radio control
operations. Hear is where I feel the safety problems start.

Many radio control flying sights are located close to pUblic
parks and with the possible interference to the radio frequencies,
pilots run the risk of losing absolute control of their model
airplanes. As you can see, I am concerned about the modelers
safety as well as the public's safety.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the e~pense of
radio control modelers. I have considerable investment in my
models as well as other modelers do. Just in my five show team
planes I have over $20,000.00 invested. It is not only the money
aspec t to consider but don't forget the hours of enj oyment to
thousands of people like myself that the hobby provides. Please
help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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Dear ; O/Yl

I am involved with the sport of Radio Controlled modeling. I am presently a
member of the Bayside Radio Control Club in Fremont, ·California. Our club has over
270 members. I enjoy the building and the flying of RIC aircraft. In the begining of
1991. we under went the changing of all our Radio equipment to insure that we met the
new guidelines set forth by the FCC and to keep our hobby safe. I presently own 2­
Radio control systems and~ different models and I have a workshop full of
products, equipment, and projects necessary to operate my aircraft.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently under consideration
. "by the .Fect~~l Communucations Commis~i<?n (FCC)." The pi~cee4ing i~ ~~ D<x.:ket. .
"~." ..... 9k23S.·:I(-a<Iopted,:.the neW'"tu[e~:~ill"greadY reduce' the ·usat>iiitY"brfreque·~CieS".:"·.:· .

currently assigned for RlC"models and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
. liability. .

Our radio-control frequencies are currently in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from land mobile frequencies that we have .
been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part
90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for the safe use of RIC aircraft and
surface models by keeping a 10KHz spacing between fixed commercial users and
frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 KHz of frequencies available to us, eliminating safe use of at
least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of the 30
frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In
fact, more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to ensure the safety of the
operaters and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the frequencies. If the number
of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC. the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation conditions of
land mobile radio users at the expense of the radio control modelers. The FCC may
not think we are as important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. It is a sizable industry that must
be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial avaition industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC
to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your
help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may
become more difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effact.

Sincerely,

0. '._


